the way for your excuses, would have roused Languet
some misgivings in me.                                   to 'Sidney

While I was writing the above, I received the
letter which you gave Master Rogers for me.
If I had gotten it an hour sooner, I should not
have accused you so harshly of indolence, but
I do not choose to alter what I have written, es-
pecially as I believe it is true. But what do you
mean by this; "You do not seem to manage
your affairs with much firmness"? You are mis-
taken if you suppose that I have anything to
do with that plan. You recolledl it was a very
different matter which I requested you to look
after, and that no fault could be found either
with the Prince of Orange or anyone else of our
party, I know that the Belgians had no need of
so large a force, and I fear they will meet with
the fate of a man who, drinking cold water in a
fever, feels a slight refreshment for a short time,
and then his fever rages far more fiercely than
if he had not drunk at all When foreign troops
come into Belgium in such numbers, it will be a
relief to the people to find that the ravages of the'
Spaniards are stopped by them; but when they
shall find their lands plundered quite as greedily
by men who are paid with their money (or yours,
as the case may be) as by the Spaniards, and that
they are exhausted by perpetual contributions
to pny the wages of such men, they will begin

167ble prince, whereas
